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Letter Box 


DEAR EDITOR: 

Thank you for Dr. Tortolano’s article “Thoughts 
on Music in the New Roman Catholic Liturgy” in 
your September issue. He expresses well the prob- 
lem that faces his church today, and he does so 
with the apparent attitude of a church musician, 
not only a musician in church. 

While we can assume the problem to be as 
acute as he describes it, one wonders if Dr. 
Tortolano and others of his excellent stripe are 
not too much in a hurry. The precedents of the 
Lutheran, Calvinistic, and Anglican reformations 
can shed light on what a Catholic choirmaster 
can reasonably expect in the current liturgical 
reformation. He asks for music, whether for con- 
gregation or choir, which is of artistic worth. “It 
must be real and true art, since in no other way 
can it have on the mind of those who hear it 
the efficacy which the church desires in admitting 
into her liturgy the art of sound.” Again, “It 
must be holy and therefore exclide everything 
that is secular, both in itself and in the way in 
which it is performed.” Yet, in many cases Lu- 
theran chorale and Calvinistic psalter melodies 
were drawn from unartistic, yes earthy, sources 
and gradually elevated to that place of high re- 
spect in the church. The Constitution on the 
Liturgy sets an excellent goal and Dr. Tortolano 
reflects it well, but the history of INNSBRUCH, 
‘EIN FESTE BURG, and HERZLICH TUT MICH 
VERLANGEN might make thoughtful and comfort- 
ing study to any frustrated Catholic -choirmaster. 

Must this music be sacred “in itself” by origin 
or original intention and devoid of any secular 
knowledge? In whose judgment is it sacred, ar- 
tistic, and properly useful? “Why should the devil 
have all the good tunes?” (Luther). What is 
sacred about Bach church cantatas in Neapolitan 
opera style? Then, what is improper in using the 
familiar theme of Sibelius’ Finlandia or Beet- 
hoven’s Choral Fantasie of the 9th Symphony 
with sacred words? Or the parody about twenty 
years ago on “Teach Me, O Lord”? Or Josquin’s 
Missa L’Homme Arne’ on a secular cantus firmus? 
I’m not especially advocating any of these, but 
our answers do begin to set a broadened horizon 
and perhaps help the Catholic choirmaster from 
such deep despair as many certainly feel. 

Luther and others, of course, did much of their 
musical activity, especially parody, by the ne- 
cessity of the immediate moment, and it was not 
all artistic, to be sure. Isn’t this happening again 
about 450 years later? Furthermore, Catholic 
musicians have an advantage over Luther of being 
able to draw on five centuries of Protestant 
hymnody, texts and tunes, in addition to the bet- 
ter part of their own tradition, to provide an 
immediate, high-quality literature to their congre- 
gations, as well as choir literature, especially 
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Anglican, of highest quality in our vernacular, 
Congregational singing of the Ordinary likewise 
has many meritorious precedents, though not nor- 
mally in a native idiom as some areas of Cath- 
olicism hope to create. 

One further question, for which I cannot sug- 
gest an adequate answer: what effectiveness must 
all church music have, both to the immediate 
and local situation and also in reflecting the 
nature of the entire, catholic, universal church? 
Beyond questions of artistry and performing 
media, isn’t this a proper consideration? In our 
day, just as in the Classical era, do we become 
so concerned about relevance—and we should be! 
—that we forget tradition in our concept of the 
church? Has the pendulum swung too far too 
fast? 

Sincerely yours, 

Karl E. Moyer 

Associate Professor of Music 
Millersville State College 
Millersville, Pa. 
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